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During this hilly walk you first walk on a cycle path and then you stroll along a beautiful grass path along the Geleenbeek. You walk on a beautiful boardwalk and then you walk along the beautiful Mulderplas where there are plenty of benches.  You pass through the hamlet of Thull and then you climb up through the forest. With beautiful views you descend to a  picnic area and then follow a steep climb to the forest. You descend to Vaesrade and via a beautiful grassy path you descend to the Naanhof. Via a surprising path you walk back to the restaurant with terrace.  At  the Naanhof you have to go through a fence, look carefully at the opening hours!  An alternative has also been described.


Starting point: Café Bergrust, Schuureikenweg 115, Hoensbroek.  Open: Daily from 12:00, closed Tuesday and Wednesday.
Opening hours gate Naanhof:  Monday to Friday from 08:00 to 17:00, Saturday from 08:00 to 16:00, Sunday from 10:00 to 13:00  . Outside of these times, you can follow the alternative text at the bottom.
	GPS distance
	Duration
	Height difference
	Totaal up

	6,72 km
	1.40 am
	 45 m
	 73 m
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1667. HOENSBROEK 6.7 km
1. With your back to the entrance go L and immediately afterwards at R  on the two-way cycle path with the Ring Parkstad/N300  on the right and after 200 m you cross the meandering Geleenbeek and you have a view of  the Kathager Beemden nature reserve  on  the left.  After 400 m, at the end of the two-way cycle path, go  up the asphalt road at the 3-jump SA (Geitenweg).  Shortly after the 
3-junction go SA and immediately afterwards you go R through the colorful tunnel and follow then SA clinker road / two-way cycle path. 
(Walking down you pass,  after 20 m on the right in the forest edge, the Geul line war bunker/casemate 23 of the type S-3, which was part of the Delay line  of  the Dutch  Geul line. Just before the Second World War, two resistance lines were built by the Territorial Commander in South Limburg (TBZL), namely a border line with 4 S-3 casemates and a delay line with 30 S-3 casemates. These bunkers had three loopholes).
After almost 400 m, immediately past the bridge over the Geleenbeek,  you cross L the main road and go to concrete transformer house via folding gate SA over the grass path, with the Geleenbeek on the left.
(After a lot of rainfall this path can sometimes be soggy, then go for the bridge L over the quiet clinker road / asphalt road) .
After 1 km you go up at the bridge over the Geleenbeek R.  
(If you cross the bridge here, you will come  to the top of the T-junction  at the bench at a large mining lamp.   Through this Giant Mining Lamp (press the button) students of the Primary school St. Dionysius from Schinnen tell you something about the mining history. Here are 20 "mine railway poles" with a question and answer (back pole) about the mining past.  Not only interesting for children but also for adults. Definitely take a look).
Immediately afterwards you go up the stairs with handrail and follow the beautiful boardwalk through the reeds and rush field above SA  and you pass  the information board “Rietpad”.
(At bench/information board you can see the Alfa beer brewery, an independent family business that was founded in 1870).
At the T-junction, end of the boardwalk, cross  the narrow asphalt road and go L over the paved path.  At the uneven 4-junction you continue R/SA on the unpaved path along  the narrow asphalt road and  with the 37 km long Geleenbeek on the left, which flows into the Maas near Stevensweert. 
2. Pay attention!  After 150 m you go R on  the forest path along the  wooden railing.  (This is approx. 25 m in front  of a bench, information board and where the narrow asphalt road bends to the left).  Immediately afterwards at the T-junction for the Mulderplas, an former mud pond of the Emma State Mine which was transformed into a fishing pond in 1989, you go L.  Shortly afterwards,  at  the next T-junction, go R along the bench with the pond on the right.   Ignore side path on the left and you will pass some fishing spots. At the 
3-junction at bridge you go SA.  (If you go L over the bridge here, you will come to Brasserie De Muldermolen).  At the end of the paved parking lot, go  L past  the barrier and  then go  up R the asphalt road. After 100 m  you go up the gravel road  at the sign "voetpad" L  and shortly afterwards you go  R,  via iron passage, through the path and up along the edge of the forest.  
3. Following a narrow passage, go  up the narrow asphalt road at the top of the T-junction in the hamlet of Thull  L. After 50 m you go  up the narrow asphalt road opposite traffic mirror R (Ketelweg/Thull 8e-8c), which  becomes a rising 
gravel road at house no. 8 c.  At the 4-junction, at the barrier R, go up the forest path, which bends to the left and right at the top.  Above,  past wooden barrier  and at stable, you go to T-junction, where you  have a beautiful view over  the dry valley, R the path down with the forest edge on the right and a meadow on the left.  Past the bench, the pleasure spot, the path bends down on the left and becomes a descending grass path. 
At the bottom,  at a special signpole, cross the  narrow asphalt road and walk SA up the path with large stray stones, benches, memorial stone and beautiful poem on the right.  
(You should definitely read the beautiful poem by Wiel Raes. 
The memorial stone commemorates 8 people (2 adults and 6 children) who died on 24 Nov. 1944 in a meadow in the area as a result of an accident with war ammunition.  The victims are buried in a collective grave in Schinnen cemetery. 
At the T-junction go L (Vaesradervoetpad) up the path, with fence/large field on the right. Walking uphill, the path makes a right and left turn after 
150 m. Ignore side paths.  At the top of the 
T-junction, go L over the field road and you pass a bench on the left shortly afterwards.
(A little further you pass a birch cross and bench 
t.h.a. stoekrenner ozze Jeu, who died here on Sept. 28, 2019).
After 200 m you go to the Y-junction, with a beautiful view over Vaesrade, on the right at meadow, on the Servatiuschurch (1929), the beautiful hollow path down.  Almost down at grate you go at sign "voetpad" L over the path with right fence of backyards.  100 m further, at the houses in Vaesrade, the path becomes a gravel road, which immediately bends  to the right at house no. 101. Immediately afterwards, before  the main road, go  down  the one-wayclinkerroad at house no. 99 R. Immediately afterwards, at house no. 95, you cross the main road L via crossing and walk over the beautiful white large monumental square farm (1798) SA (Rozenstraat) over the latchroad. On the 3-junstion you go SA. 
3. 50 m further, opposite house no. 22, L (Koekenweg) you go up the dead-end clinker road. Ignore above side road on the left (Beukenhof). Immediately afterwards, at the end of the clinker road and hanging from the remnant of a special shaped tree at St. Mary's Chapel, you go up R the beautiful hollow forest path.  (Almost at the top you pass a badger castle on the right).  At the top of the T-junction,  in front  of the  Ring Parkstad, go R the field road down. At the bottom of the 4-junction at bicycle and pedestrian bridge, go SA over the narrow asphalt road / two-lane cycle path with the sports complex of Vaesrade on the right. 
(Here you can see on the right of the sports complex the three shooting posts with bullet trap of schutterij Sint Martinus (1897) Vaesrade). 
5. After 100 m, the narrow asphalt road bends down to the right and then immediately goes L up the stairs.  At the top near information boards,  with a nice view of the Ring Parkstad, go R on the path that bends to the right shortly afterwards.  Now follow  the path for quite some time,  with  the large lawn  on the left and the forest edge (birch forest) on the right, which bends left and right after 250 m. 
(In front of you, in the distance, you can see the church tower of the St. Bavo church (1763) in Nuth).
After 700 m you will go down the narrow passage  at wooden fence R and then L  (Naanhofweg) down the dead-end  asphalt road with  the large  parking lot of the Naanhof on the left. At basket sconce wall and the wide entrance gate  of the Naanhof you go R over the grounds of the Naanhof and then a little further on the left the path along the basket sconce wall. 
(On Sundays, the gate is closed after 1 p.m.  Then continue to the last paragraph "Naanhof redirect."). 
After 150 m you walk, in front of the Geleenbeek, via the viaduct under the Ring Parkstad. Immediately after the viaduct you go up the path, with  the high basket sconce wall / Ring Parkstad on the left. On the asphalt road you go L and after 100 m you come to café restaurant Bergrust, the sponsor of this walk, where you can eat or drink something. The friendly owner Francois would like to hear what you think of the route.
Alternative Naanhof
At the wide entrance gate of the Naanhof go L, up the asphalt road with pork ridges / large parking lot on the  left.  Cross SA the roundabout above and via bridge cross the Ring Parkstad. At the next roundabout you go R/RD (Schuureikenweg) and you walk a little further into the Municipality of Heerlen (district Hoensbroek).  Shortly afterwards you go down R (Schuureikenweg) the cul-de-sac. After more than 150 m, at the 3-junction goes down R and after 200 m you turn left at Café Bergrust, the sponsor of the walk.
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