1227. Stavelot  19 km – 7.2 km
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On this panoramic, and challenging day trip in the middle of the Ardennes you will start with a spectacular climb on a rocky path that is secured with ropes (only for experienced hikers and accompanied children). You walk through forests to the village of Aisomont and then you descend the hill with a beautiful view to get to a secluded house. Then the forest climb of the day follows and you climb about 150 m up to the edge of the village of Henumont. With beautiful views you descend to the village of La Vaulx Richard and via nice paths you descend further to the Amblève. Along the river you walk into the city of Stavelot to the Old city gate and the impressive museum building. Then you wind along footpaths to Les Etangs, a park with beautiful ponds. You leave the city and walk along the beautiful valley to a secluded house. Via a path along the Amblève you will come back to the holiday park with a brasserie with changing opening hours. Call a day in advance to see if it is open. Take enough supplies with you. There are plenty of terraces in Stavelot. You can shorten the route to 7.2 km.
Starting point: Domaine Longpré, Route de trois Ponts 175, Stavelot.
You drive the entrance way into the park and park in the parking lot to your left.
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GPS distance: 19,000 m. Running time: 5 hours. Height difference 246 m.
1227. Stavelot  19 km – 7.2 km
1. With your back facing the parking spaces, go L past the reception and then down the road at the Y-junction R. Please note! Beyond house no. 414, turn R to the river and follow L the gravel path along the river. At a hiking sign you cross R (red) via the steel bridge the Amblève. Once past the bridge you enter R into the forest path. Climb the rocky path along the rope (only for experienced hikers, children only under supervision! Climbing is entirely at your own risk). Approximately 10 m before a wooden platform, you go up L. At a viewing point, continue L up the rock path without a rope. Then approximately 10 m before you reach the top, turn R into the forest path. You come out of the forest, ignore the narrow path on the left and shortly afterwards you go at the T- junction L over the field road. At the T-junction,  go R up the field road. At the T-junction you go  up the asphalt road R. At the intersection in front of a house you go up L (white/red) the forest road. At the T-junction with white road cross, you go L over the asphalt road past house no. 4.
2. You enter the village of Aisomont and at the inverted Y-junction with road cross  and  house no. 32, go sharply L back on the asphalt road. Beyond house no. 31 follow RD “de holle veldweg”. At the Y-junction you go R (Extra Trail) down the field road with a nice view. The road goes down through a pine forest and on the 3- way you go down the gravel path with a beautiful view. At the Y-junction you go R (Extra Trail)  down towards a house. (Down below you come to a road junction with a small stream to the right, the one that runs 7.2 km, and here you go L. ignore all the side paths to the left and follow the path through the stream valley for quite some time. At the T-junction you take L over the field road up past a house and follow   further   point    8.)    Down    at   the    3-way

intersection R, cross the stream and follow the footpath past the house. Pay attention! Where the footpath becomes a field road and goes up, take the first path R up the road to a gray meter cupboard. At the top you cross the main road and go R along the road with a nice panorama to your right. Ignore forest road on sharp left.
3. At the crossing with an entrance on the right, go up L, the steep forest road. At the inverted Y- junction you go up the stony forest road RD. At the Y-junction you go up R (blue/white). After a considerable amount of climbing you go up through the forest at the Y-junction L (blue/white). You come out of the forest and at the very top you go up the T-junction for a coniferous forest R (blue/white) up the field road along the edge of the forest. At the intersection you go up the RD (blue/white) through a pine forest. Ignore side paths and climb all the way up along a private forest. At the T-junction with the main road you cross the road and you enter the meadow RD. (If you cannot open the gate (or if you do not want to crawl under a wire), follow the alternative: At the T-junction R, cross the road here, take the first road L along house no. 30. At the Y junction, turn L into the field road, then follow point 3 from ***.) Now walk diagonally to the right through the meadow towards 3 trees in the meadow. Just before the 3 trees you crawl under the wire and walk RD along the 3 trees. At the end, crawl under the wire and go L on the field road. *** (After a while you will see a number of sawn-down trees in the meadow on the left, a nice place to rest after 8 km. (At the last stump there is an access wire.) At the intersection with markings you go  RD (Extra Trail).
4. At the intersection with a marker post and a bench, turn L into the field road, which later on

runs through the edge of the forest. You come out of the pine forest and follow the field road down
with a beautiful view of Stavelot. Ignore side paths and go all the way down at the T-junction R over the asphalt road. In the hamlet of La Vaulx Richard you go to the T-junction with bench R (3, 4) along the main road. After 50 m, go down the  narrow road at the Y-junction L (4). Down at the T-junction for house no. 3 go L (4). After the last house you follow RD (4) the Veldweg. The road becomes a grassy path and at the T-junction with marker post you go L (Extra Trail) over the footpath. At the road junction with marker post you go R (Extra Trail) down the footpath. (After 100 m you have a beautiful view of the Amblève on the left.) Descend the forest path all the way down and at the T- junction before the Amblève you go R.
5. Cross the river via the round bridge and go over the asphalt road along a bench for a nice break after 11.5 km. In the hamlet you go to the road junction with a road cross with dead end  RD. At the large T-junction as an entrance, you go L over the bridge and immediately after the  bridge you go down L the footpath along the river. You pass a shelter and follow the beautiful path. At the inverted Y-junction you go RD, ignore the side path to the right and walk RD (3) over the bridge. Follow the gravel path along the water. Go through a safety gate, walk RD past the parking lot and follow RD the asphalt road along the water. Ignore the iron bridge on the right. At the road junction you cross the bridge R and then immediately at the road junction at house no. 12  L into the one-way street. After 10 m, turn R into the concrete path through the park with a stone cross. At the intersection in front of the red building you go RD towards the high city gate, so you walk right past the red building with  museum, with the foundations on your right. Near the city gate you walk diagonally left across the square and then R under the gate.
6. At the T-junction, go down L and after 50 m you go on the 3-way R. After 10 m you go on the 3-way R along house no. 3. After 50 m you take the 3-way L down the cobblestone  road past a half-timbered house. At house no. 3 you walk RD into the asphalted footpath along house no. 6a. Follow the nice path along the fence and ignore the side path on the right. At the T- junction in front of a wall you go down L and the path bends downwards heading right. At the end you cross the narrow asphalt road and you walk

RD over the gravel, close to the beautiful pond. At the end you walk RD over the asphalt road and ignore the side path on the left (this path is no longer possible). At the 3-way intersection, go L past the half-timbered house. At the T-junction with bench, before you get to the next pond, go R (les Etangs) past the cemetery. At the  intersection you go RD and immediately at the pedestrian crossing you go diagonally R into the road, just past a beer wholesaler. Beyond a few boulders, follow the gravel road that curves to the left. At the junction, turn R and  cross  the Amblève via the bridge.
7. After the bridge you go up to the intersection R and immediately at the Y junction L (green) the asphalt road towards a half-timbered house. At the 4-leg with round square you go RD past house no. 15. Past the last house you pass the sign “end of built-up area” and 60 m further you go down the hollow path diagonally R. Below R you cross the stream via a few stones and follow the field road up. Above you follow (white/red) the footpath along the beautiful valley. After a while you cross a stream (can be dry) and follow the forest path through the pine forest. Climb the stony forest path and at the top you go through the pine forest at the RD (white/red) intersection. After 10 m, ignore the left side path. Follow the stony forest road for a long time and on the 3- lane you go RD via a bridge over the stream. Climb the path up the fence and at the road junction with marker post, turn R into the path towards a house. You climb the field road past  the house.
8. At the end of the pasture, go down the forest path at the 3-way R (white/red X). Descend the path all the way along a high pine forest and then follow the path along the Amblève. Here and  there may be a fallen tree or undergrowth. After a while, the path bends upwards and left, and you follow the forest path. At the 3-way with marker post and 2 trees in the middle you go down R. At the inverted Y-junction near the Amblève you go RD. At the road junction, you cross R via the bridge over the river and then immediately L onto the gravel path along the river. As soon as you see the first house with a sloping roof, you go R to house no. 414 and then L over the  asphalt road. At the T-junction you go L past  the reception and brasserie, where you can still eat  or drink something.
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